
     President’s Report for August 2016 
 
Normally the President’s report reflects the actions and results of the 
monthly meeting of the BLSMWC Board. The August meeting was 
cancelled in order to allow Board members and Staff to attend the 
Community Meeting in Avery in regard to the Bark Beetle infestation. 
As you all know, the movement of the Bark Beetle is having a 
devastating affect in the Arnold/BLS area. I might add it will continue to 
do so perhaps for another decade. 
 
The Water Company has spoken with Entomologists and Arborists at 
the University of California at Davis and the consensus remains that 
once the Bark Beetle has attacked a tree little can be done to save it. 
Please visit our web-site to review materials relevant to this discussion. 
 
 
The Community Meeting was put together with much effort from the 
owners of Realty World, in Arnold and Michael Oliveira, the County 
Supervisor representing the Arnold area. There were a number of 
presenters; Representatives of our State elected officials, US Forestry, 
Cal Fire, Ebbetts Pass Fire, PG&E, just to name a few. While every 
representative was engaged in the Bark Beetle issue, the looming 
question in the audience of nearly 250 was: “Dealing with the dead trees 
is very expensive…is there anyone or venue that can help me pay for all 
this?” There was a fair amount of discussion on the matter but the 
answer is “no.” The only plausible way for possible relief consideration 
would require an extensive, organized, broad area collective effort, 
involving all affected communities putting pressure on the State for 
some form of economic assistance.  One example of this coalition would 
be Members of the different County Boards of Supervisors uniting over 
the issue.  I know there is a “Mortality Committee” that has been 
appointed by the Governor that includes some Supervisors to look into 
this issue and perhaps that effort will bear fruit. At the moment, there is 
no identified source of specific funding that has been allocated to assist 
local homeowners. 
 
 
 



What does all this have to do with the Water Company, you ask. 
We have on our properties trees like everyone else and could be 
affected.  Infected trees could fall and damage our service lines on the 
property or in the utility right-of-way. 
 
Information is being circulated, that if you run hoses at the base of the 
tree and soak, this infestation can be deterred or prevented.   
We have researched this and can find no data to support this option.  
In addition, our master drought plan that impacts our overall use of 
water currently prohibits any watering of forest trees.  
I would ask you to please refrain from this unproven option. 
 
Specific to Water Company business, we are in Escrow with the 
purchase of our current office facility and expect the process to be 
competed in another month or so. The meter install program continues 
and new or replacement units are being installed as work demands 
permit. 
 
We experienced a sizable pipe rupture or major leak earlier this month.  
Thanks to an observant homeowner we were able to get on it and 
complete repairs. One advantage of the new meters is that this rupture 
would have generated an alarm, specific to the location and staff would 
have been electronically notified. 
 
We are enjoying Summer, but with it the consumption and of water 
jumps!  Please remember we are still in a drought and we ask that you 
continue the superb effort to CONSERVE. 
 
Finally, I would encourage you to learn more about the Bark Beetle 
matter.  Go to google.com Enter: Bark Beetle, Calaveras, County. 
 
Summer is close to the end. Please continue to do what you do best:   
SAVE WATER! 
 
Bob Maginnis 
BLSMWC 
Board President 
 
 


