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IT’S TIME TO WINTERIZE YOUR HOME!! 

Winter is just right around the corner and its time to think about winterizing your home if 
you are “part time” residents.  

We advise that you start a ‘full’ Winterization following Labor Day Weekend, and don’t 
stop until after Memorial Weekend. While we don’t expect temperatures to drop low 
enough to freeze pipes this early into fall,  many owners will leave after Labor Day with 
the ‘intention’ of returning before winter sets in, only to find that ‘all of a sudden’ they are 
hearing that snow is falling at the cabin and they realize they failed to Winterize. 

Turning Your Water Off  
Even though you (or a service provider) properly shut down and drained your cabin, it is 
virtually impossible to evacuate all of the water from the system. There will always be an 
amount of water still in the pipes. When we experience freezing conditions, the remaining 
water in the system can still freeze and result in broken pipes. If you or someone else has 
not been to your cabin recently, please take caution.   

Do not turn on the water and leave the cabin without looking and listening for breaks! 
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Helpful Hints for Winterizing Your Home 

1. Insulate exposed water pipes under the cabin and any exposed service lines outside. A watertight box should cover outside insulation. (Wet
insulation loses its insulating value.) 

2. When closing the cabin, shut off the water at the CABIN shut off valve. (Please do not use the service box shut off valve.)

3. Turn off electricity to the hot water heater. Be sure heater is full of water before restoring energy.

4. Drain lines by opening the drain valve that should be at the lowest point in the system. (If you have no drain valve, you should install one.)

5. Open all inside faucets. (kitchen, bathroom, service room, etc. including shower riser)

6. Open all outside hose bibs and relieve all vacuum breakers if so equipped.

7. Flush toilets and add 1/4 cup of RV type non-toxic antifreeze to toilet bowls. Add 1/8 cup of RV type non-toxic antifreeze to water left in flush
tanks and in all wastewater traps. CAUTION: ANTIFREEZE MAY AFFECT THE PROPER OPERATION OF YOUR SEPTIC TANK AND SHOULD BE 
USED IN MODERATION. 

8. Wait and watch your drain to ensure that it slows.  If not check your shut off valve.  (It could be faulty or not closed all the way)

9. Please DO NOT let water run in order to prevent freezing since this not only wastes water, but will result in a penalty charge of $100 for water
loss on the first offense. The second offense will result in the water being shut off in addition to a penalty of $200 and a charge for water loss. 
Both the penalty and water loss charge must be paid before service will be restored. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

If you are having problems with your water service call: 

BLSMWC office at 209-795-7025 Monday through Friday, 8-4 

OR call 209-795-7030 and leave a message. The message will be electronically transferred to the person on call. 

If you observe leaks in the lines of the water system, please call us at once. Thank you!

(Please post this in your cabin) 

White Pines Well Production Chart For August 2016 
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Shareholders: 

For the Months of July and August, our produc on from the well was down because of the 
water purchasing we are doing from CCWD. This allows us to run our wells less, and saves 
that water for future use.  The usage was higher for July and August than the previous 2 
years.  We had no water savings, but for the year (2016) over all, we are 1,000,000 gallons 
below 2014, and 7,000,000 below 2013 usage. 

I’ll break down the August usage numbers: 

2013   7,117,000 million gallons.

2014   5,262,000 million gallons. 

2015    4,066,000 million gallons. 

2016    5,804,000 million gallons

Our wells have a good reserve storage of water which we may need to draw upon as winter 
approaches.  We have had very cold spells, with lots of frozen and broken pipes, and 
prolonged power outages, which can draw our storage tanks down.  CCWD could have 
problems that could effect their ability to supply us with water.  We have enough storage in 
our wells to carry us through the winter even if we can’t buy water from CCWD. 

Drought 

We remain in Stage 2 of our Drought Ac on Plan. Please check our website, or call the office 
if you are unsure of the restric ons.  There is no watering of forest trees allowed under Stage 
2 of our plan.  The reason for this restric on is because we have to manage the water in 
our wells to make sure of an adequate supply of water in the future.  We are limited to the 
amount of water we can purchase from CCWD, ( 100,000 gallons per day ).  The Drought is 
not over, and we cannot be sure how long it will last. Many homeowners all watering their 
trees at the same me can put a severe strain on our wells. 

Please be aware of your water use, and try to cut back on irriga on as fall approaches. 

Thanks 

Dave  

David Hicks 
General Manager 
Blue Lake Springs Mutual Water Co. 
P.O.Box 6015, Arnold, CA 95223 
Ph: 209‐795‐7025 
Email:davehicks@goldrush.com 

Have an idea? 

The Bubbler is published to keep 

Blue Lake Springs Mutual Water 

Company shareholders informed 

about issues and upcoming 

events. 

To better inform you of current 

issues and events, we publish the 

Bubbler following a Board or Spe‐

cial meeting, therefore the pub‐

lish dates can vary. If you have 

information that you would like to  

share in our publication,  contact 

Pam Bowman: 

pbowman@blsmwc.com 

Blue Lake Springs  

Mutual Water Company 

1011 Blagen Road 

P.O. Box 6015 

Arnold, CA 95223 

Tel (209) 795‐7025 

Fax (209) 795‐7019 

info@blsmwc.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.blsmwc.com 

General Manager’s Report 
Page 3 

Did you know that BLSMWC offers a toilet 

rebate when you upgrade??  Find the form 

and information on our  

Website:  www.blsmwc.com  
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Call Before You Fall….(trees) 
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Drought Stage2 in Effect 

 No watering of Forest Trees

 No outside watering on Mondays

 Outside watering only on odd/even days depending on your address.  

  Odd addresses: Tues/Thurs/Sat                 Even addresses: Wed/Fri/Sun 

 No unnecessary watering (i.e.—decks, driveways, cars etc.) 

 Mandatory 20% reduction in usage 

 No watering between the hours of 10am and 6pm  

It is of the utmost importance to contact BLSMWC when preparing to fall or remove trees on your property. 

Our Watermasters are available to come to your  property to help you mark your waterlines in the event that tree removal 

is necessary.  Above is what can happen if you are not prepared. 

Call our office at (209)795‐7025 to schedule a time.  If our office is closed listen to the prompts on our answering machine for 

instructions on how to reach our Watermaster during non office hours. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION 




